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According to the usual practice recommended, seed should be kept dry 

from harvest to pl.anting time, but the opposite condition is desirable in 

preserving the viability of wild rice, says the United States Department of 
. . - 

Agriculture in Circular 229, Wild Rice, prepared by Charles E. Chsmbliss. 

For this reason, in buying seed it is important that the purchase be made 

from a dealer who guarantees that it has been stored under the right conditions. 

.: 
,~ ~ ‘I”̂ ,, . . ;;*: IF- The principal use of wild rice is as feed for wild ducks and other 

.I’ water fowl) but it is also used to a limited extent as human food, particular- 
\.“’ . 

ly by 6 11~8 of the Indian tribes of the’upper Mississipp,i Valle’y. Because it 

attracts game birds it is sown on hunting preserves, the SOwerS going Out in 

rowboats or canoes and spreading the seed over the water by handfuls. , Mature 
imTed+ ate seed is heavy and will sink,&0 tae-bot it 8rn and become imbedded .in the mud. 

Spring sowing is the most satisfactory as seed that is sown .‘in the fall is 

likely to be consumed by hungry ducks or geese. 

The natural range of wild rice in North America extends southward 

from the northern end of Lake Winnipeg to the Gulf of Mexico and eastward 

to the Atlantic coast throughout these latitudes. In the northern part of 

this region it grows mainly in shallow lakes and sluggish streams, while 

in the eastern and southern part of the United States it thrives above 

brackish water on low marshes bordering most of the tidal rivers. 

Wild rice may be started in beds and then transplanted. This method 

Of getting a stand started in a location where the crop does not grOVJ 

naturally is described in the circular. 

For centuries the Indians of Minnesota, Wisconsin., and Canada have 
harvested this crop by going out in canoes and sheking cr knocking the 
ri?e seeds into the boat. The white man with all t:?-s ingenuity employs the 
SF:% method and probs’;,J.jr will continue to do so until the plant is brought 
un3sr cultivaticn. T!;c Department of Agriculture j s investigating the 
Fossibil.ltier iq the growing of the plant and in the circular reports that it 
is 3 ,;ocd fod and thct jt has a possible va?ue as forage. Very littla of 
the L’ r-tin ever get;: on ‘ike markets as tile Inr?iers r;&I,i rnly the small sur$us 
thf;y 1.z.y hr-;ve occ3.s.i3~,ally. It is cctlqsj.dsi~cd a delicacy and is scmctii?+s 
ST! v:3.2 >i.i. ‘,:r gme ~ ‘;v <l-Is, i.5 57’; hut.e;. s. The pl ant has an ornamental value that 
sliij~:.“,(i q~p:~.j. -kc8 f:!.-e 3 m:!i,c,*.~s gs~r~ner, 

qc:.: i t7z of t;lz. CI r;.i.;t:.;LLs.r nay be obtained by writing to the Department 
of Agricu.i-ture, WashingcQn, D.C. 
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